CHAPTER  XIV.

PROVERBS.

EVERY child knows what a proverb is, though every
child may not, perhaps, be able to say in its own
words just what makes a proverb. A proverb has
been defined as " a wise saying in a few words."
At any rate, if it is not always wise, the person
who first said it and the people who repeat it think
it is. Most proverbs are very old, and take us back,
just as we saw that words formed from the names
of animals do, to the early days before the growth
of large towns.

In those days life was simple, and people thought
chiefly of simple things. When they thought chil-
dren or young persons were going to do something
foolish they gave them good advice, and tried to
teach them a little lesson from their own experience
of what happened among the common things around
them.

A boy or a girl who was very enthusiastic about
some new thing was warned that " new brooms
sweep clean/' When several people were anxious
to help in doing one thing, they were pushed aside